
 
  
 

 

SUNDAY WORSHIP 
4th January 2026 

 

 
 
 
WELCOME AND PRAYER 
 
 
 
PSALM 100 
 
Shout for joy to the Lord, everyone on earth. 
Worship the Lord with gladness. Come to him with songs of joy. 
The Lord is good. His love lasts forever. 
 
Know that the Lord is God. 
He made us, and we belong to him. 
We are his people. 
We are the sheep belonging to his flock. 
The Lord is good. His love lasts forever. 
 
Give thanks as you enter the gates of his temple. 
Give praise as you enter its courts. 
Give thanks to him and praise his name. 
The Lord is good. His love lasts forever. 
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Come and join the celebration,  
It’s a very special day; 
Come and share our jubilation, 
There’s a new King born today! 
 
1. See the shepherds 
Hurry down to Bethlehem; 
Gaze in wonder 
At the Son of God who lay before them. 

2. Wise men journey, 
Led to worship by a star, 
Kneel in homage, 
Bringing precious gifts from lands afar, 
so 
 
3. ‘God is with us,’ 
‘round the world the message bring; 
He is with us, 
‘Welcome!’ all the bells on earth are 
pealing. 

Valerie Collison Music arragned David Peacock 
Words and music 1972 high Fye Music Ltd. 

 
 
 
 
1. The splendour of the King, 
Clothed in majesty; 
Let all the earth rejoice,  
All the earth rejoice. 
He wraps Himself in light, 
And darkness tries to hide, 
And trembles at His voice,  
And trembles at His voice. 
 
How great is our God, sing with me, 
How great is our God, and all will see 
How great, how great is our God. 
 

2. And age to age He stands, 
And time is in His hands; 
Beginning and the end,  
Beginning and the end. 
The Godhead, three in one, 
Father, Spirit, Son, 
The Lion and the Lamb,  
The Lion and the Lamb. 
 
Name above all names, 
Worthy of all praise; 
My heart will sing: 
How great is our God. 
 
 

Chris Tomlin, Jesse Reeves & Ed Cash 
                                                        © 2004 sixsteps usic/worshiptogether.com 

 
 
 
THE LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT CANDLE 
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CONFESSION 
 
Lord Jesus, The Wise Men gave you gold; they knew you were a king.   
(Put hands on heads with fingers pointing upwards to make a crown.) 
We are sorry that we often don’t want you to be King of our lives and want to stay 
in charge ourselves.  
 
The Wise Men gave you incense; they knew you were God. 
(Raise hands and look up.) 
We are sorry for those times when we live our lives in a way that doesn’t please 
you in what we think, say or do. 
 
The Wise Men gave you myrrh; they knew you would die.  
(Stretch out arms to make a cross shape.) 
We thank you for the price you paid when we did not deserve it so that we could 
be friends with you. 
 
We give you ourselves. We know you love us. 
(Cross arms over chest.) 
Lord Jesus, forgive us, we pray, for all the ways in which we let you down. 
 
(Hold open hand out) 
We thank you, Lord for your promise of forgiveness.  As the Wise Men followed the 
light of a star to find you in Bethlehem, help us to follow your light so that we can 
live as children of God.  
Amen. 
 
 

COLLECT 
 
Creator of the heavens, 
who led the Magi by a star 
to worship the Christ–child: 
guide and sustain us, 
that we may find our journey’s end 
in Jesus Christ our Lord.  
Amen 
 
 

READING:  MATTHEW 2:1-12 (PAGE 966 IN THE PEW BIBLE) 
 



1.  We three kings of orient are;  
bearing gifts we travel afar  
field and fountain, moor and 
mountain, 
following yonder star: 
 

O star of wonder, star of night, 
star with royal beauty bright: 
westward leading, still proceeding, 
guide us to your perfect light! 
 

2. Born a king on Bethlehem’s plain, 
gold I bring, to crown him again: 
King forever, ceasing never, 
over us all to reign: 
    O star of wonder… 
 
3, Frankincense to offer have I;  
incense owns a Deity nigh; 
prayer and praising, all men raising: 
worship him – God on high: 
    O star of wonder… 

4. Myrrh is mine – its bitter perfume 
breathes a life of gathering gloom: 
sorrowing, sighing, bleeding, dying, 
sealed in the stone-cold tomb: 
    O star of wonder… 
 
5. Glorious now, behold Him arise, 
King, and God, and sacrifice! 
Alleluia! Alleluia! 
Earth to heav’n replies: 
    O star of wonder… 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
John Henry Hopkins / Public Domain CCLI # 38002 

 
TALK:  REVD WILL HUNTER SMART 
 
 
1. From the squalor 
Of a borrowed stable, 
By the Spirit and a virgin's faith; 
To the anguish and the shame of 
scandal 
Came the Saviour of the human 
race! 
But the skies were filled 
With the praise of heav’n, 
Shepherds listen as the angels tell 
Of the gift of God come down to 
man 
At the dawning of Immanuel. 

2. King of heaven now the friend of 
sinners, 
Humble servant in the Father's 
hands, 
Filled with power and the Holy Spirit, 
Filled with mercy for the broken 
man. 
Yes He walked my road and He felt 
my pain, 
Joys and sorrows that I know so well; 
Yet His righteous steps give me hope 
again - 
I will follow my Immanuel! 
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3. Through the kisses of a friend's 
betrayal, 
He was lifted on a cruel cross; 
He was punished for a world's 
transgressions, 
He was suffering to save the lost. 
He fights for breath He fights for me, 
Loosing sinners from the claims of 
hell 
And with a shout our souls are free - 
Death defeated by Immanuel. 
 

4. Now He's standing in the place of 
honour, 
Crowned with glory on the highest 
throne, 
Interceding for His own beloved 
Till His Father calls to bring them 
home! 
Then the skies will part as the 
trumpet sounds 
Hope of heaven or the fear of hell; 
But the bride will run to her lover's 
arms, 
Giving glory to Immanuel! 
 

Stuart Townend 
© 1999 Thankyou Music 

 
 
AFFIRMATION OF FAITH  

Let us affirm our faith in Jesus Christ the Son of God. 
 

Though he was divine, 
he did not cling to equality with God, 
but made himself nothing. 
Taking the form of a slave, 
he was born in human likeness. 
He humbled himself 
and was obedient to death, 
even the death of the cross. 
Therefore, God has raised him on high, 
and given him the name above every name: 
that at the name of Jesus 
every knee should bow, 
and every voice proclaim that Jesus Christ is Lord, 
to the glory of God the Father. 
Amen. 

From Philippians 2:6-11 

 
 

PRAYERS 
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THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 
Our Father in heaven,  
hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come,  
your will be done,  
on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread.  
Forgive us our sins 
as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Lead us not into temptation  
but deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power,  
and the glory are yours   
now and forever.    
Amen. 
 

 
1. Angels from the realms of glory, 
Wing your flight o’er all the earth; 
Ye who sang creation’s story 
Now proclaim Messiah’s birth: 
 
Come and worship,  
Christ, the newborn King. 
Come and worship,  
Worship Christ, the newborn 
King. 
 
2. Shepherds in the fields abiding, 
Watching o’er your flocks by night, 
God with man is now residing; 
Yonder shines the infant light: 

3. Sages, leave your contemplations; 
Brighter visions beam afar; 
Seek the great desire of nations; 
Ye have seen his natal star: 
 
4. Saints before the altar bending, 
Watching long in hope and fear, 
Suddenly the Lord, descending, 
In his temple shall appear: 
 
5. Though an infant now we view 
him, 
He shall fill his Father’s throne, 
Gather all the nations to him; 
Every knee shall then bow down: 

 
 

Words: James Montgome   
arranged by Reginald Jacques 

 
FINAL PRAYER 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Epiousios
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Encounter is a six-session course exploring encounters with  
Jesus – then and now. Each evening focuses on a key moment  

from the gospels, together with modern-day testimony  
from people around the world. 

 
Engaging videos followed by thoughtful discussion 

All welcome 
Starting Wednesday 28th January 8pm in St Nic’s Hall 

 
For more information or to sign up: st-nics.org/encounter 

 

MOBILE GIVING 
 

Would you like to give towards the ministry of St Nic’s, as part of your worship today? 
You can now use our mobile giving portal. It’s very quick to use and works with a credit 

card, PayPal or Google & Apple Pay. Please click here to give. 

 
Copyright songs are used by permission under CCL Licence 6965 

Common Worship: Copyright © The Archbishop’s Council 2000, 2006 

https://tinyurl.com/stnix

